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5. Itwas a potential tragedy that your citys police, rescue and fire officials say was just barely

averted. James Shanahan, his two daughters Alyssa and Adrienne, and his wife, Mary,
were traveling from Grand Rapids, Mich. They were flying near your city when the plane
they were in had to make an emergency landing. James Shanahan is a licensed pilot.

He has been flying for 30 years. He has never had a problem in all that time. No one was
seriously injured, but James Shanahan was admitted to Mercy Hospital for observation.
Mrs. Shanahan was treated for a broken wrist and a laceration on her forehead and
released. Adrienne suffered minor cuts and bruises. Alyssa was not injured. The plane
was a four-passenger Mooney Executive 21 propeller-driven, fixed-wing aircraft.

The undercarriage of the plane sustained minor damage. There was a small fuel spill,
according to the fire department. “They were very fortunate. It could have been much
worse than it was. There were a lot of startled people when that plane came at them,” said
Fire Chief Tony Sullivan. Police Chief Barry Kopperud said the Shanahans left Grand
Rapids early in the morning. The flight was proceeding normally until the plane was

100 miles east of the city. The plane began to wander off course and was contacted by

the control tower at City Regional Airport. A girls voice responded to the control tower.
“The girl I talked to on the radio told me the pilot was having problems. She told me he
had slumped in his seat and was unconscious. I could hear the passengers screaming

in the background. It was really confusing. I think they were getting a bit panicky up
there,” said control tower flight manager Peter Jacobs. Police said James Shanahan lost
consciousness as he was about to contact the tower to request an emergency landing.

His wife, Mary, told police her husband began complaining about not feeling well. He told
her that he felt dizzy and couldn't get his breath. She said he suddenly slumped over in his
seat and the plane went into a shallow dive. “There was nothing I could do. I was in the
back passenger seat with my daughter Adrienne. I couldn’t reach the controls. And even
if I could have, I don't think I could have helped because I never learned how to fly. T hate
flying,” Mrs. Shanahan said. Kopperud said Aylssa Shanahan was seated beside her father.
Tt was she who responded to the towers call about the plane wandering off course. Alyssa
pulled her fathers arms away from the controls and his legs off the rudder pedals. She then
took over the controls of the aircraft and called the tower for help to land the plane. Jacobs
stayed in contact with Alyssa and gave her instructions on what to do. He talked to her
the entire time and directed other aircraft away from the airport until the emergency was
over. Alyssa was able to locate the airport and brought the plane down. When the plane
landed, it overshot the runway and skidded across an open field. The landing gear of the
plane collapsed and the plane plowed through a chain-link fence and came to a stop just
10 feet from the northbound lane of Interstate 51. The interstate was crowded with traf-
fic at the time of the accident. The accident occurred at 4:05 p.m., police said. No one on
the ground was injured. Alyssa is 12 years old, 4 feet 3 inches tall and weighs 88 pounds.
“T've been flying with my Daddy since I was a little girl. He taught me all about flying and
even let me handle the controls sometimes. I was a little scared because I couldn’t reach
the rudder pedals very well. But I couldn’t be too scared because I want to be a pilot like
my Daddy someday. I was more worried about my Daddy because I didn’t know what
happened to him. I just wanted to get on the ground and get help for him,” Alyssa said.
Doctors at Mercy Hospital said Mr. Shanahan was in satisfactory condition after suffering
an allergic reaction to a prescription medicine he had begun taking that morning.




